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„For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because i tis the power of God that
brings salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.“
Romans 1:16

„SEM“ - COMMUNITY OF LUTHERAN YOUTH
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[ S E M F E S T ]
„For whose sake I have lost all things. I consider
them garbage, that I may gain Christ.“
Philippians 3:8b

The

festival
‘SEMFEST‘ took place
at the area of a church
in
Necpaly
again.
Almost 1 200 people
from whole Slovakia
came to spend time
with God and people
here. More than 150
volunteers helped with
festival going smoothly.
We are grateful to
God that we could
enjoy this year of the
festival whith the main
theme „ Everythnig
or nothing“. With our
speakers – Stanko
Gurka, Slavo Slávik and
Marián Kaňuch, we
were thinking of God
as the only source of
everything we need.

We had an opportunity
to hear many interesting
seminars and lifestories;
to listen great worship
concerts all along the
food and refreshing
drinks in Pubtent.
We could also learn
some new skills during
workshops, take rest
in the Relax tent with
pleasant company and
experience lots of fun
and play many sports.
You can find the photos
of festival on Facebook
page: ‘Semfest’. Also,
you can find some
interesting photos in
this information letter.

„Every year of festival is
different. If I should sum
up this year of festival,
it has been a blessing for
everybody, not only for
the attendants but also
for the volunteers from
the organization team.
The theme was typical
for contemporary young
generation. It might sound
a little radical – ‘Everything
or Nothing’, however, if we
wanted to introduce God
and a life with Him to the
youth, we had to show
contrasts to them. In my
opinion, the festival was
well prepared by many
volunteers.“

Jozef Šimek – a director of festival

H E L P I N G – HA N D
HELPING – HAND
Almost 40 drivings out/trips
were realized as a part of a
mission program ‘Helping Hand’
during the last summer. Some
of them lasted 1 day, other more
days; for example: the mission
trips to Serbia, Belorussia, taking
part in ‘Campfest‘ festival etc. We
served within our possibilities
on some church days, children’s,
teenagers’ and youth camps
(Slovak and English camps) and
different sport events. You can
read about some mission trips on
the next pages.

1.

MISSION TRIP
„For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because i tis
the power of God that brings salvation to everyone
who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.“
Romans 1:16

[SERBIA]

21st – 29th July 2016

„For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because i tis the
power of God that brings salvation to everyone who
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.“

A big adventure began

on 21st July when a group of
7 young people led by David
Gurka were sent out. Being sent
out with David Gurka were :
Nika Gurková, Sima Chreňová,
Kika Gurková, Nika Galová,
Janko Ištok and Tomáš Bardún.
We visited 6 churches of Slovak
Lutheran Church of Augsburg
Confession in Serbia, where we
spread the Gospel and served
with atractions from ‘Helping
Hand‘- the mission program of
‘SEM‘. Almost 200 children and
teenagers of age 5-17 attended.

Romans 1:16

1.

Every single day we moved
to another place. We served
in Pivnice, Aradáč, Vojlovica,
Lug, Erdevik and Stará
Pazova. Thankfully to God,
we could spread gospel by
worshipping God, playing
activities, praying, having a
short devotion from Bible and
having our testimonies. The
program lasted about 1 hour. A
day continued in the afternoon
by playing with all atraction
like a water-football, jumping
castle, weykicks etc.

We believe the mission trip has
been a praise of our Lord Jesus
Christ in Serbian Vojvodina
and the gospel will be also
strenghten by God’s mercy
after we left.

2.

3.

B E L O R U S S I A

3.

BELORUSSIA
After

17th-27th July

a
positive
experience from last year, we
decided to go on the mission
trip to Belorussia again. The
team of 9 young people – Paly
Garaj, Tomáš Kuziel, Michal
Kovár, Peťo Šoltés, Kristína
Leashchova, Slávka Šoltysová,
Saška Rybáriková and Ivet
Hudecová, were sent out there.
We arrived to belorussian town
Vitebsk at night, 18th of July.
We knew how to cross boarders
from last year and so it was
easier for us to get there.

1.

2.

We found accomodation where
we stayed at night. We hit the
road to campsite, which wasn’t
unknown for us. However,
everything wasn’t the same
here this year. Last year, we
were responsible for helping
with summer camp program
for children and youth of
church. This year, we were
working on whole preparation
of camp such as arrengement of
area, cleaning and building the
tents. We saw the same children
coming back to the camp from
the last year, what is more there
were also children who came
for the first time. The amount
of children increased by a half,
which is awesome.

We were responsible for
program, too. We could spread
good news not only by the
waterfootball, rope-activities,
workshops and boardgames;
but also by the meaningful
activities, testimonies, main
themes and conversations.
The children and youth could
hear the gospel of Jesus Christ
again. We hope and trust that
God will bless and let grow the
seeds which were planted there.
After 10 days, we got home
on 27th July, but our ministry
continues with prayers.

4.

5.

6.

ONE
FORM
OF
HH
IN
PLIEŠOVCE
At the end of July (24th-30th
July), youth and teenagers of church
in Pliešovce and Krupina came
together on a camp to Párnica nearby
Dolný Kubín.

Once upon a beautiful
holiday’s day we visited them
with ‘Helping Hand‘.We
prepared one whole day of
many activities for them. We
were building the community
and relationships between
us by playing games and
activities. Beside of fun and
conversation, we studied
God’s word led by Jožko
Šimek.

2.
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[ P L I E Š O V C E ]
As we had a great time together
and we wanted to spend
more of the time together, we
invited them to club ‘Garáž’.
Among the drinking kofola or
coffee and introducing work
of youth in that region centre,
we played a tournament in
playing boardgames. We are
really glad that we could help
and meet so precious people.
We are grateful to God for
putting us together.

3.

CAMPFEST
We attended ‘Campfest‘ again with our ‘SEM‘- attractions
(such as a waterfootball, jumping castles, trampolin and
boardgames) this year. 22 volunteers from whole Slovakia
connected by God, came to spend time and share their
hearts in service for people.
Here are some of their feedbacks:
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1.

I had a great time

„

during
personal
conversation and
during service, too.
The
opportunity
to be on program
was blessing to me.
Before, I didn’t
expect going there
even though I
wanted and God
just gave it to me.
- Janka Diežková -

„I enjoyed every
concert
that
I
attended and every
single service that I
was responsible for.
Sometimes, nobody
came, so I could play
the waterfootball,
too...“
- Jakub Poloha –

„‘ … it’s great that
only by keeping
an eye out on
trampoline,
jumping castle or
waterfootball, all
of us could make
‘Campfest’ a great
place where God’s
children could meet
together“
-Dominika Štofová -

2.

„Our service on
‘Campfest‘ is a part
of a puzzle that
makes a general
result. This result is
kind of animation
activity. If it helps
for
parents
to
disperse
their
children’s attention
(they could stay
calm during main
program); makes
a place for friends
to talk by playing
boardgames and a
little more of time
to spend together
for communities,

then it makes sense
to do it. As well, it
is a big point for
people who can just
stop for a while and
talk with others.
Moreover, it makes
closer relationships
between
serving
volunteers
and
it is the multi
dimensional
experience.“
– Edo Jančuška –

„I’ve spent a great 4
days in an amazing
community
of
God’s
workers
and friends. It
was concentrating
service in ‘SEM’, but
at first of all for our
Father.“
– Michal Resutík –
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3.

„I was looking
forward
to
‘Campfest’, because
it’s a place where I
can actively serve to
people who follow or
want to follow Jesus.
It’s great to see how
God works in their
lives and how He
builds His kingdom
between us. After 4
days at ‘Campfest’, it
was hard for me to
say goodbye and go.

I still believe God
will stand behind the
‘Campfest’ and our
service, and similar
4 days of service,
worship, open hearts
and God’s presence
will be here again
next year.“
– Michal Stromko –

C

4.

„It
was
simply
amazing…we had
a time for personal
conversation
and
also for our own
time. I think it
encouraged me.“
– Janka Šimeková –
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„I have already been
at ‘Campfest’ many
times, but in another
position before. I’m
grateful to God for
the whole team who
survived with me
whole time and so I
had an opportunity
to get younger and
feel like a part of the
youth again. Even
though, I didn’t get
to programs so far,
it was substituted by
community under
the ‘SEM-tent’.

And
those
amazing pancakes,
beautiful!’“
– Dušan Bruncko -

5.

EDS
European volunteering ministry is a program, which
offers an opportunity to 18-30 years old people go abroad,
become a volunteer and be active in the way they like. ‘EDS‘
offers chance to join to activities in the host organizations of
some countries in the European Union who are connected to
this program.
http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/

EUROPEAN
VOLUNTEERING
MINISTRY
SEM‘ is one of the acredited
organizations ‘EDS‘ in Slovakia within
program Erasmus-plus. We had an
opportunity to host some foreign
volunteers (we are hosting again this
year). We had also the opportunity
to send volunteers out abroad that’s
why we sent a volunteer to Germany
in school year 2014/2015. We sent
out 3 other girls this year. Currently,
we are involved in 3 projects in 3
countries (Germany, Africa and
Czech Republic). If you are interested,
we offer you a chance to become a
volunteer in another country.

Contact us for more information: mudrak@sem.sk

1.

GOODBYE PARTIES

After 11 months, we said
goodbye to our foreign volunteers
who served in ‘SEM’ due to
European volunteering ministry
(EDS). For sure, we made a
goodbye party for our precious
friends, where we were thinking of
the time spent together, the hard
times and funny moments. The
farewell with Benny and Chris
was made in the club ‘Garáž’ and
the farewell with Kristínka from
Belorussia in Púchov. We wish
to all of them that they could
continue to walk with God and
could apply all things they learnt
during their ministry in Slovakia
in their lives at home

2.

3.

WE HAVE SENT OUT TO GERM
INTRODUCING NEW VOLUNTEERS 2016/2017
This year we are hosting
new foreign volunteers again.
The regional centre Dolný Kubín
is becoming home to Adrian
and Florian for almost a year.
The regional centre Púchov
will be home to Katrin and Nils
from Germany, Viktoria from
Belorussia and Jacob from USA.
For their easier life experience
during their ministry, they attends
an intensive Slovak course in
Veľký Slavkov in couple of days.

[WE HAVE SENT OUT TO GERMANY...]
This year we have sent out to Germany due to ‘EDS‘ 3
girls - Janka Diežková (Dolný Kubín), Evka Janotová (Krupina)
and Danica Fojtíková (Lazy pod Makytou). You will get more
information about their ministries in Germany on their blogs on
our website very soon.

1.
1.

BE PREPARED FOR...

BE

PREPARED

FOR...

NEW YEAR OF ‘DVK‘

YOUTH HEADS MEETING

We are opening ‘DVK‘2016/2017 very soon.
‘DVK‘ (Perfect in Christ) is a course for young
people who want to change their lives and
grow in knowing Jesus Christ. The students of
the course meet once a month at the weekends
from October till May. A part of course is 1
mission trip abroad, where we can experience
how the mission works with youth in different
locations and culture.

14th-16th October, our second youth heads
meeting is going to happen in Veľký Slavkov.
The main theme of meeting is ‘Redeeming
the Time’ (Colossians 4:5 KJ21). You can
look forward to great topics, community,
conversations, activities, new inspirations,
seminars and encouraging to your ministry.
We invite to meeting 3 workers with youth
from every church congregation. Come for
sure or send out your leader. More information
on the website very soon.

1.

2.

CONFERENCE

SEM

We are preparing ‘Conference SEM‘ this year, too.
We are kindly inviting all of you. Even though, we
are just at the beginning with arrangements, we
are letting you know the date of conference: 17th20th November 2016. More information will be
added soon on our website, Facebook and we
will inform you through the emails.

C O N F E R E N C E

GOD LOVES THE WILLING GIVER
We would love to inform you about opportunity
to support financially our educational program
‘DVK‘ (Perfect in Christ). As the budget of ‘SEM‘
is not able to pay all fees (1 weekend meeting for
1 student costs 30€), we will be really thankful for
money assigned directly to this project. If you want
to support education of young people, you can do
it in 3 ways:
Through the website of SEM: https://sem.
darujme.sk/863/ (to the note write ‘ for DVK’)
Transaction on bank account: SK71 1100
0000 0029 2989 4217 (BIC: TATRSKBX) – variable
symbol for supporting ‘DVK’ : 1022,
Or you can support directly a student who
lives close to you and doesn’t have money for ‘DVK’.

REGIONAL CENTRE
KOŠICE

OC SEM Košice is not

a typical ‘SEM‘ regional
centre. It’s missing the
typical connection to the
region (I am not going
to explain the reasons..).
Seeing that the ministry
with surrounding youth is
developed and independent,
I spent time with interesting
local projects – ‘CYKLO‘ and
‘HOKEJ SEM KE‘. Because,
project ‘CYKLO‘ is open for
everyone from Slovakia, I am
going to introduce it to you
a little bit more. I will write
about hockey when I will find
a time and get a space in the
next info letter.

There were and still are 3
fathers. First one had 2 sons, second
one just one son and the last one had
3 sons. As the children were growing
up, they got bored on holidays with
moms who were scared whether
their sons got hurt or not. One of the
fathers was and is an excited cyclist...
And it started. I will not bore you
with history, but this happened.
Apart from the first ‘CYKLOs’
happened in 90’s of last millennium
, but that one is just remembered by
older members. However, there were
road stages, you can know them just
like from Tour de France (There were
more bikes and less cars on the roads
in Slovakia.)

1.
The base of the team
consisted of– an excited dad Paľo
B. and his helper (jvc) in the escort
vehicle. The sons grew up into young
adult men, but they still come to
CYKLO and invite their friends from
youth there… Having a picture how
it looks like, I will describe you one
day of this year ‘CYKLO’. Waking-up
at 7:00am, although the kitchen stuff
was preparing breakfast for us since
6:30am (tea, fish butter and bread).
7:30am – we were having breakfast.
Then, we had a devotion – some
verses from Bible and prayers. And
then it started. It was needed to pack
a brunch, filled the bottles and water
bags with water, blew the wheels,
packed another shirt and jacket, and
we could go.
Team A went first, because it’s A
team… destination Jakubovany –
Liptovský Ján, Jánska dolina and
15kilometres were behind us...

... a break to eat some brunch, fill the
sugar, decrease pressure in wheels
(because of the terrain) and continue on
the forest path round the creek Štiavnica.
We did not miss the turn to ‘Svidovská
dolina’ (protected by mapy.cz in our
smart phones) and Kofola in Malužiná
was as refreshing as a living water after 2
and half hours on the rocky roads.
It’s already afternoon and 30 kilometres
behind us. Now, it’s just needed to ride
remaining 30 kilometres back to our
cottage in Jakubovany. Team B did it
till the end. Team A, who wanted to
enjoy the beautiful nature, called the
escort vehicle and they did not have to
worry about the rain or ride another
20 kilometres. Enough...we were there
to enjoy the exercise and the beauty of
Slovakia landscape.
The escort vehicle and servis team did
not sleep. By that time, they cleaned
breakfast/ leftovers with cook’s helper,
went to the groceries and to Stanišovská
jaskyňa. Then, cook’s helper started to
cook delicious meal and the car with
truck went for Team A. They stopped to
Lidl, filled the sugar and bought another
food. By 4:00pm, everybody was in the
cottage, because Team B was running
like the wild to get there and we arrived
almost at the same time. It came time to
clean ourselves and eat some food… on
that day it was a vegetable’s soup- a little
thicker… and noodles with quark and
bacon, for older ones with poppy seeds
and jamJ. After this high nutritious
meal, we had to give the first aid to the
bikes and sometimes bikers (Paľo has his
knee like a small melon

… it’s not necessary hitting the rocks
with the knee). We had the devotion in
the evening on the topic – ‘the Armor’
Ephesians 6, prayers, barbeque and we
did not have troubles with the bedtime.
By 10.00pm, everywhere was silence
and peace, only the volunteer Peťo Š.
was cleaning the kitchen (it’s homehabit, he is already married man and he
knows the need of clean kitchen for next
morning). The day was gone, we had the
great experience… marantic bodies, but
all of us survived.
We have already had at least 5 days like
this one with ‘CYKLO’. If I wrote about
road stage to Kľačianska dolina and
possibility to be stuck in a mud with
your whole bike…it would be too much
to read. You can ask Jony how to do it.
Why have we been doing ‘CYKLO’ last
17 years? The reason is clear - only when
you are at the end of your strength, you
can see who you truly are. And if you
are a young man, you definitely need
adventure and exciting experience that
will teach you many things. In recent
years only men and boys have attended
the ‘CYKLO’. It’s amazing way where we
are not talking about God with words,
but we prove why and in who we truly
believe by deeds and faith.
This year of ‘CYKLO’ is gone (23rd-29th
July). However, 18th year of ‘CYKLO’
is still before us. If you realized you are
interested in this, we can’t wait to see you
. I have 1 more offer for you – I can help
to manage ‘CYKLO’ for your youth. I
would love to give an advice and hand.
Jvc

Contact: Ján Vecan, vecan@sem.sk

Zvonárska 23, 040 01,
Košice
sem@sem.sk
www.sem.sk
tel./fax: 055/622 00 96

